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Brussels, 19 June 2020 - “We are alarmed by the deteriorating election environment in the run-

up to the 9 August presidential election and condemn renewed arrests and harassment of 

presidential candidates, as well as their supporters, peaceful demonstrators and civil society 

activists.  

We are profoundly disturbed by the arrest, by order of President Lukashenka, of presidential 

candidate Viktar Babaryka and his son Eduard, who heads his nomination group. We have also 

been appalled by the anonymous threats made against presidential candidate Svietlana 

Cichanouskaja and her children; by the intimidation and violence targeting the family and 

associates of detained video blogger Siarhiej Cichanouski; by the continued harassment of 

opposition figures, including Mikalai Statkevich and Pavel Severynets; as well as by large-scale 

arrests of participants of peaceful and legal signature collection campaign events across the 

country.   

Echoing Commission President Ursula von der Leyen’s remarks on the sidelines of yesterday’s 

Eastern Partnership Leaders’ visioconference, we urge the Belarusian authorities to 

immediately and unconditionally release all persons arbitrarily detained, to put a halt to  

the current wave of repression and to allow the people of Belarus to exercise their right to 

participate in democratic elections. As highlighted in the 1990 CSCE/OSCE Copenhagen 
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Document, the will of the people, freely and fairly expressed through periodic and genuine 

elections, is the basis of the authority and legitimacy of all government.  

We would like to continue the cooperation of the past few years, in particular in support of the 

citizens of Belarus and within the Eastern Partnership. However, Belarusian authorities do not 

give us much of a choice: if our calls remain ignored, this will have a negative impact on  

the future development of EU-Belarus relations.” 

 

For further information contact: 
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